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respectively. Taking two annas as his average daily wage
during working season and one anna and three pies as his
average daily wage during off season, his annual contribution
to the family budget would be about Rs. 15. But this would
be a very liberal estimate of his income which is, in most
cases/ between Rs. 12 and 13. The number of working days
in the case of the housewife and the other workers is smaller
than that of the principal earner. This is due partly to the fact
that the housewife is first a domestic drudge and only secon-
darily a labourer, and partly to the fact that she can only take to
the lighter type of agricultural work which is not always avail-
able. The other workers, to repeat, may often be boys or girls
below the age of fifteenl and, in either case, there are definite
limits to the type of work they can do. In our opinion the
annual number of working days for the housewife and the other
working dependents may be taken to be 60 and 100 respective-
ly. Assuming that on an average they earn about one anna and
three pies per day their combined annual income amounts to
Rs. 14-14, Thus the average annual income of a depressed class
labourer family of Bihar may be estimated at Rs. 29-14. This
represents more or less the upper limit to the annual income of
a labourer family. In most cases it will be less than this amount;
especially in places where it is not possible to raise more than
two crops a year. That the incomes of kamia families are less
than the above amount need hardly be pointed out. It would
be recollected that a kamia has to work on about half the nor-
mal wage during the working season. The income of a kamia
family would be about Rs. 20 per annum. But even if a labourer
family has an income of Rs. 29-14 pea annum it means that a
family has at its disposal only one anna and four pies per day.
And even when the whole of this amount is spent in buying
some coarse food grains and assuming that these sell so cheap as
twenty seers to the rupee, a family can have only about If seers
of such food grains per day. This quantity of food-stuffs is
obviously inadequate for a family of seven.

Such is the lot of the vast majority of the depressed classes
who depend on labour.    Lest it be imagined  that we have

1 This point has already been discussed while considering the compo-
sition of a harwaha family.